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Introduction 


Himachal Pradesh is known for its weaving, which is not only a functional need but also has its roots grounded 

in the ancient tradition of the region. Its designs and techniques are influenced by Central Asia and Tibet, and its 
rich heritage makes it popular among tourists. Shawls and other woolen garments of the state are hand woven 
and knitted at home. Wool weaving in Himachal is the result of extreme cold winters and almost every household 
here owns a pit-loom. Wool is also considered as pure and is used as a ritual cloth. The famous woven object is 
the shawl, ranging from fine pashmina to the coarse desar. Kullu is famous for its shawls with simple patterns and 
vibrant colors. Kinnauri shawls are unique for their widely popular intricacy and finesse in weaving. 
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People 


Great Hadimba Co-operative Society is one of the many co-operative societies operating in Manali region and 
producing shawls, stole, mufflers, socks, caps and other handloom artifacts. Started in 1999, it is currently run by 
approximately thirty families. Apart from handloom work, it also trains people on weaving and designing. In ear- 
lier times, weaving of shawls and other woolen items, was the functional need of a family, and the women of the 
house did it. Today the industry is growing and men are equally involved in the process of weaving handcrafted 
products. 


Sunil Dutt, member of Great Hadimba Co-operative Society, operates his store from the Old Manali. Nepali resi- 
dent Gopal works here as a craftsman and travel back to his country in off-season. 


ob ha 
ene 
a 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www. 


Design Resource 


Kullu and Kinnauri Shawls 
Designs and Techniques for Wool Weaving 
by 

Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/kullu-and-kinnau- 
ri-shawls/people 


1. Introduction 

2. People 

3. Place 

4. Process 

5. Products 

6. Contact Details 


7 


, 


" 


i\ 


perat 


D’source 5 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 
g ig S e.in ' 


Design Resource 
Kullu and Kinnauri Shawls 
Designs and Techniques for Wool Weaving 


by 
Palash Vaswani 
IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/kullu-and-kinnau- 
ri-shawls/people 


1. Introduction 

2. People 

3. Place 

4. Process 

5. Products 

6. Contact Details 


Craftsman at work. Craftsman Gopal. 
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Craftsman Gopal. Manali Village. 
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Kullu and Kinnauri Shawls 

Designs and Techniques for Wool Weaving Himachal Pradesh, a state in Northern India is spread over 55,670 sq. km and is surrounded by states of Jammu 
by and Kashmir, Uttarakhand, Haryana, Punjab and by the Tibet Autonomous Region. The state is spread across 
Palash Vaswani valleys and 90% of the population lives in villages and towns. Shimla district has maximum urban population of 
IDC, IIT Bombay 25%. Known for its rich natural beauty, the literal meaning of its name is - ‘In the lap of Himalayas’. 


Himachal has a rich heritage of handicrafts. These include shawls, carpets, silver and metal ware, embroidered 
chappals, grass shoes, thangka and monastery paintings, wood work, pottery, wooden and metal utensils and var- 
ious other house hold items. Since Himachal Pradesh has a colder climate, woolen garments are the need of its 
residents. Their traditional winter clothes include dhoru, jurkhi, Himachali topi, jhaggi, pattu and loia. These also 


Sires have cultural importance and are worn during weddings and special occasions. 
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Manali Valley. 
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Apple tree. Old Manali. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 
Kullu and Kinnauri Shawls 
Designs and Techniques for Wool Weaving 


by 
Palash Vaswani 
IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/kullu-and-kinnau- 
ri-shawls/place 


1. Introduction 

2. People 

3. Place 

4. Process 

5. Products 

6. Contact Details 


Old Manali. 


Traditional homes. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Kullu and Kinnauri Shawls 
Designs and Techniques for Wool Weaving 
by 

Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/kullu-and-kinnau- 
ri-shawls/place 


1. Introduction 

2. People 

3. Place 

4. Process 

5. Products 

6. Contact Details 


Traditional homes. 


Manu Temple. 
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Different sizes of brushes used for painting. Great Great Hadimba Weaver's Welfare Cooperative Society. 
Hadimba Weaver's Welfare Cooperative Society. 
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Process 


Sheep wool is the primary raw material, which is used for making shawls and other woolen garments. The other 
sources for shawls are migratory Himalayan goats, Pashmina goats and angora rabbits. Wool is obtained from the 
underbelly of the sheep, as it is finer than the outer body hair. For Pashmina wool, the goats naturally shed their 
fleece during the summer season. Himachal Pradesh also imports wool from Australia. Chemical and vegetable 
dyes are used to color the wool in various hues. Yak and rabbit wool are comparatively more soft and warm than 
sheep wool. 


The genuine handloom weaving technique is similar to those practiced by ancestral weavers. Pit and frame looms 
are still used and designs are embroidered by hand. Patterns on looms use techniques such as slit tapestry and 
interlacing (dove tailing). 
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Kinnauri shawls: 

Known for the its intricate designs and finesse in weaving, Kinnauri Shawls are piece of art. Its detailed geomet- 
rical designs bear a prominent Central Asian influence and has motifs with symbolic and religious significance. 
The colours used for background are white, black, natural grey and brown, and for patterning are red, orange, 
pink, blue, green, yellow, black and white. Out of these five colours represent five elements—white stands for 
water, yellow for earth, red for fire, green for air and blue for ether. The patterned borders increases labour cost, 
making these shawls more expensive than Kullu Shawls. Though the shawls for commercial use are woven on the 
frame loom, pitlooms are still used for the local use. Here the weaver weaves it in two pieces of half width each 
and later joins them from the center with elaborate hand stitching. This serves the dual purpose of function and 
ornamentation. An average Kinnauri shawl takes 45 days to complete. 


Kullu Shawls: 

Kullu has been famous for its shawls with easy geometrical patterns and bright colours. Besides geometrical 
designs, the shawls are also woven in floral designs, which may run all over, on the corners or on the borders only. 
Each design may have one to 8 colours. Traditionally, bright colours like red, yellow, magenta pink, green, orange, 
blue, black and white were used for patterning and white, black and natural grey or brown were used as the base 
in these shawls. But in the present times keeping in mind the customer demand, pastel colours are replacing 
these bright colours gradually. Mill spun yarn dyed in various colours is used for the ground, while a vast range of 
acrylic colours is used for the pattern in the border. These shawls are available in Sheep Wool, Angora, Pashmina, 
Yak Wool and handspun material. The yarn used may be chemically dyed or vegetable dyed. Price of any shawl 
depends upon quality of wool and the number and width of patterns used in it. Owing to the high cost of labour 
involved in the sorting of fine pashmina fiber, the shawls prepared from pashmina wool are expensive. 


Shawls of Himachal Pradesh. 
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Kinnauri Shawl. 
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This documentation was done by Palash Vaswani, Design Associate at 
IDC, IIT Bombay. 


You can get in touch with him at palsonline[at]gmail.com 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Craft Organisation 

Great Hadimba Weaver's Welfare Cooperative Society 
Village Post Office, behind Manu Temple, 

Old Manali - 175131, 

Himachal Pradesh 


Phone: 091-9418543698 
Email: hadimbaweavers23@gmail.com 


Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 
Industrial Design Centre 
IIT Bombay, 

Powai 

Mumbai 400076 

India 


Phone: 091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802 
Fax: 091-22-25767803 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


